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What is the Difference Between the Inerrancy 
and Infallibility of Scripture? 
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As Christians, we hold the Bible in the highest regard as God's inspired and authoritative Word. However, there 
is sometimes confusion about the precise meaning of terms like "inerrancy" and "infallibility" when it comes to 
the Scriptures. Let's take a closer look at the difference between these two important concepts. 

Inerrancy refers to the absolute truthfulness and reliability of the Bible. It means that in its original manuscripts, 
the Bible contains no errors or contradictions regarding the facts it presents. This does not mean the Bible 
must adhere to modern standards of scientific or historical precision, but rather that it is entirely trustworthy 
and without mistake in everything it affirms. As 2 Timothy 3:16 states, 'A/l Scripture is God-breathed and is 


useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness." 


Infallibility, on the other hand, is a broader term that speaks to the Bible's complete trustworthiness and inability 
to lead us astray. Infallibility means the Scriptures are incapable of error or failure in accomplishing God's 
purposes. While inerrancy focuses on the factual precision of the text, infallibility addresses the Bible's divine 


inspiration and guaranteed reliability in matters of faith and practice. 


As the apostle Peter wrote, "Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, 
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:20-21). The Bible is 


infallible because it is the very Word of God, not merely the words of men. 


Some Christians use the terms inerrancy and infallibility interchangeably, but it is helpful to understand the 
nuance between them. Inerrancy speaks to the accuracy of the biblical text, while infallibility affirms the 
Scriptures' complete truthfulness and trustworthiness in all that they teach. Both are essential to a high view of 


Scripture and a robust Christian faith. 


Ultimately, the inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible are rooted in its divine inspiration. As 2 Timothy 3:16 
declares, "All Scripture is God-breathed." The Bible is the very words of God, supernaturally revealed and 
recorded through human authors. This means we can have absolute confidence in the Scriptures as the 


authoritative and reliable foundation for our beliefs and our lives. 


Whether the issue is salvation, doctrine, or ethical conduct, the inerrant and infallible Word of God is our 
trustworthy guide. We can build our lives upon its truths, for "the word of our God stands forever" (isaiah 40:8). 
May we ever cherish and submit to the Scriptures as the perfect and powerful revelation of our holy and loving 
God. 
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